us^job > , DEPARTMENT OF STATE . 

i0 REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION DATA j ,-jj\ '/ 

THIS FORM TO BE USEE FOR INCUMBENT EMPLOYEES (IND APPLICANTS FOR EMPLOYMENT WHERE INVESTIGATION IS TO BE 
CONDUCTED BY THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AS REQUIRED IN SEC. 1001 .PUBLIC LAW 402, 8 Oth CONGRESS 


(Firs t) 

Rodman 


1. FULL NAME 

(initials and abridge - 
merits of full name are 
not acceptable) 


2. PLACE OF BIRTH 

Syracuse, New York 


3. CITIZEN: IF NATURALIZED: 

jy] Y££ DATE OF NATURAL 17, 

□ NO 


EDUCATION (Circle highest grade completed); 
12345 6789 10 11 $ 

MARK (x) THE APPROPRIATE ROX TO INDICATE SATISFACTORY 
COMPLETION OF: 

! I ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
5CJ SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 


(Middle) 

Edward 


(Maiden, if any) 

J 

/ i /, ' L. 


Serling 



NUMBER / 

/ J 

PLACE OF NATURALIZATION 

■ ■ -r s'/- ■ ■ 

' & 


(C) NAME AND’ LOCATION OF 
COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY 


Antioch College, Yellow Springs 


MAJOR 

AND 

SPEC IALTY 


(A) GIVE NAME AND RATION CF LAST HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDEO 


(B) SUBJECTS STUDIED IN HIGH SCHOOL WHICH APPLY TO, 
POSITION DESIRED 


DATES ATTENDED | YEARS COMPLETED! DEGREES CONFERRED (SEMES- 
TER 
HOURS 
CREDIT 



5. COMPUTE EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 


TITLE OF POSITION 


Part-time 
Anncr. Actor 


Ass’t Producer 


Music Director 


Producer 


Station Mgr. 


Staff-writer WLVf 


EMPLOYER 


(Lilly Supove) 


l7iV"*VRTu' 


Instructor 


6. OATES AND PUCES OF RESIDENCE FOR UST 10 YEARS 


DATE STREET 


19L1-L3 lhO Chapin St.S^ 1 


19L3-L6 


19L6 


19L6-50 


(Chas. Bishara) 

ATNR , Binghamton, New York 


(Robt. Mason) 

TIMRN, Marion, Ohio 


Frank Jones) 

WJEL. Springfield, Ohio 


(John Powers) 
Antioch College. 


Bernie Matteson 
C rosley Broadcasting Corp. 

Uberto Neely) 

College of Music 


ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER 


Municipal Bldg. 


Robinson Bldg. 
Binghamton, New York 


Marion, Ohio 


Guardian Bank Bldg. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Yellow Springs, Ohio 


Cincinnati, Ohio 


Cincinnati, Ohio 



831 DeCamp Ave. 


Antioch College 


Schenectedy, New York 


Yellow Springs 


New York 


Ohio 




















































FORM s DS-6 6 8 3-22-4-8 


7. REFERENCES: LIST FIVE PERSONS LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES OR TERRITORIES OF THE UNITED STATES WHO ARE NOT RELATE' 
TO YOU AND WHO HAVE DEFINITE KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR QUALIFICATIONS AND FITNESS FOR THE POSITION FOR WHICH YOU_ARE AP- 
PLYING. DO NOT REPEAT NAMES OF SUPERVISORS. 


FULL NAME 


Viliam Barlow 


Herman Schnurer 


Samuel A. Goo 


PRESENT BUSINESS OR HOME ADDRESS 

(Give complete current address, including BUSINESS OR OCCUPATION 
street and number ) 


Radio 





Morton Coy. 


mrdalJcMllTI 



1 8. IMMEDIATE RELATIVES 

S NAME 

RELATION 

ADDRESS 



9. ORGANIZATIONS WITH WtfTCH AFFILIATED OTHER THAN RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS OR THOSE. WHICH SHOW RELI- 
GIOUS OR POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS. 



10. (A WERE YOU EVER IN THE UNITED STATES MILITARY OR NAVAL SERVICE? 

(8) IS THE WORD "HONORABLE" OR THE WORD "SATISFACTORY" USED IN YOUR DISCHARGE OR SEPAR- 
ATION PAPERS TO SHOW THE TYPE OF YOUR DISCHARGE CR SEPARATION? 

(C)WAS SERVICE PERFORMED ON AN ACTIVE FULL-TIME BASIS, W ITH FULL M I LITARY PAY AND ALLOWANCES? 


(D) DATE OF ENTRY OR ENTRIES INTO SERVICE 


BRANCH OF SERVICE ( Army , Navy , Mar ine Corps, Coast Guard, SERIAL NO.CiF none, give grade or rating at time of sep- 
etc.). arat . on) . 

Army 




11. LIST IN DETAIL ANY PRESENT OR FORMER FOREIGN CONNECTIONS: _ _ , 

— .^!;<jpr jGl«f3C S n qaiiSiF ip io* *» 



March 28. 1951 


DATE 




‘JL 


S IGNATURE 
















V 



IN IMPLY, UMI ntm TO 

123*9838 


0-8 


Sfaft*2l f tote* Bepsrtmeni of 9t»tf r* 
Hefceral Bureau of imttaitgaiUm 
ttsatyitigtatt 25 , B* f. 


FILS No. 


Date: 

Tof 
From : 
Subject: 


lt/25/5l 

SAC, Washington Field 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

RODMAN EDWARD SERLING 
SPECIAL INQUIRY - STATE DEPARTMENT 
Public Law U02, 80th Congress 
(VOICE OF AMERICA) 


AIR' MAIL, SPECIAL DELIVERY 




**$ 




/ft 


You are requested to conduct an investigation of the above named 
individual. The instructions contained in Section 103, Volume 3 of the Manual 
of Instructions and Chapter 78, Part 3 of the FBI Handbook should be observed 
in connection with this investigation. This case is to be assigned immediately 
and reports of the complete investigation must be submitted Air Mail, Special 
Delivery, where proper, by £/9/5l 

Address: 5016 Sidney Rd*, Cincinnati, Ohio 


Birth date: 
Birthplace: 


December 2$, 192U 
Syracuse, New York 


ALL OFFICES 

Representatives of all Radio, Broadcasting Companies referred to by the applicant 
should be interviewed by experienced, mature Special Agents. 


ENCLOSURES 

CC: ALBANY (AMSD) (ENC) 

CINCINNATI (AMSD) (ENC) 
NEW YORK (SD) (ENC) 
CLEVELAND (Al£D) (ENC) 
SPRINGFIELD (AMSD) (ENC) 
MIAMI (AMSD) (ENC) 


Form 79 
LSK:PEL. 



CSC 



Date : 
To: 



From: 


May 29, 19$1 P ERSONAL A1TD COMriDEHTTIA L 

B*.« P B 0IAL MB89HWHBB 

Mr. Donald L. Nicholson 
Chief 

Division of Security 

Department of State 

515 Twenty-second Street, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: 

RODMAN EMAHD 5EFIXN3 
SPECIAL INQUIRY . STATE DEPARTMENT 
Public Law i|02, 30th Congress 
(VOICE OF AMERICA ) 


There are transmitted herewith seven reports covering the 

investigation conducted by this Bureau concerning the above-named person: 





Tolson_ 

Ladd 


Cl«gg_ 


LSKsNA 


Olavin 

Nichols 123-9338 

Rose n 

Trac y 

Harbo 

Belmont 

Mohr 


Tele. Room__ 
Nease 

Sandy 


\ *!■ 


■ » >. i 


... ...o’' 

. ,;v« AO'-'* 

vjOlSJ RS4W ’ ,ii 


Enojftfcfo 




I 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION / ' 

' v 

at BUREAU NT f"-eno. 123-6676 VMH 


REPORT MADE AT 


NEW YORK 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

MADE 


5/26/gl 3/10,17,26^1 


RODMAN EDWARD SERL3NG 


THOMAS J. MINOGUE 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SPECIAL INQUIRY-STATE DEPARTMENT 
PUBLIC LAW U02, 80331 CONGRESS 
(VOICE OF AMERICA) 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


REFERENCE: 


Former supervisor at Station WNBF 
recommends without reservation as 
to character, repiitation and loyalty. 


- RUC - 


ovtrlON cOi J TAi l,ED 


Bureau file 123-9(38 

Bureau letter to Washington Field li/2!?/5l. 


DETAILS: 


Employment 


Mr. WALTER ROBERTS, Dean of the National Academy 
of Theatre Arts, Pleasantville, Hew York, was interviewed while in New 
York City on business. He advised that he recalled the applicant as an 
outstanding announcer who had worked under his supervision for four years 
at Station WNBF, Binghamton, New York. 

Mr. ROBERTS said that he could recommend the 
applicant without reservation as to character, reputation, and loyalty, 
and that he knew nothing of a derogatory nature concerning Mr. SEELING. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


3 - Bureau 


New York 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

/Sp r-'licsnMvfo : 

r „ 


-„li 


may osci'.fci t. or tts inuiyiaum ^ 

j,\ l " vc - v 7 J * 7 -w 


: derog atory 

y for a FBT 

.'“sldered as a 


PROPERTY OF FBI — THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 

U. 3. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFP1C1 16 — 59255-1 




NYC I 7 FROM WASH DC 23 2-52 PM 

SAC DEFERRED 


RODMAN EDWARD SERLING, VOA. RETEL FROM ALBANY MAY SEVEN. EXPEDITE 
REPORT. 


HOOVER 
H 0 L D PLS 


im u gfe 




MAY ?$, 1951 DEFERRED 

SAC, NEW YORK 


RODMAN EDWARD SERLING, VOA. RETEL FROM A L 3 ANY MAY SEVEN. EXPEDITE 
REPORT. 


HOOVER 



Room_ 



4-22 b Rev. (11-17-59) 


j#- 


- * >■ - . 

SEARCH SLI 





• Searcher 
_ N umber L—L 


Prod: 


FILE NUMBER ' SERIAL 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


BUREAU 


FILE NO. 123-9191 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

MADE . , 


WASH IN GUI" 


MADE . . 

TON, D. C. 5/2l/5l! 1 ’ 2 ’ 4, THOMAS F. HOWARD TFHjdjb 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


RODMAN EDWARD SERUM} 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY - 

STATE DEPARTMENT 

PBULIC LAW 402, Both CONGRE: 




No record Investigations Division, 
CSC; HCUA; and G-2. Files of 
State Security reflect applicant 
married to CAROLYN CRAMER. No 
record applicant's brother 
Washington Credit Bureau or 
Police Department . 


- R U C - 


REFERENCE: 


Bureau file jfl23-9&3$. 

Bureau letter dated April 25, 1951. 


DETAILS : 


AT WASHINGTON. D. C, 


AGENCY CHECKS 




A review was maoe of the files of the Investigations 
Division, Civil Service Commission; the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities; ana G-2,' Department of Army; which 
failed to reflect any record of tie applicant. 



PROPERTY OF FBI— THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORrAND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TC YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 


U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 







WFO #123-9191; 



Special Agent ANGELO M. ROBBE reviewed the files of 
the Security Division, Department of State, which files contained 
an application for government em ployment on which ti.e applicant 


Indicated that he was married to 


] * * 
who was born 


at Columbus, Oh io . No additional pertinent 

information was noted. 


r MISCELLANEOUS 

A check was made of the files of the Washington, 

D. C., Credit Bureau and Police Department, with’ reference to 
the applicant’s brother, ROBERT J. SERLING, and no record 
was located. 

The Bureau has advised that a search of the central 
files of the FBI has been made, arid no information of a 
derogatory nature concerning loyalty which could be identified 
with the applicant was found. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TC THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 




'VjOM - ’ 





WO #123-9191 


y 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


The agency checks were conducted by the following 
Special Employees: 


HCU A 


G-2 


Washington Credit Bureau 
Metropolitan PD 


XAVIER F. CLARK 
ROBERT S. i'll GAVIN 
WALTER J. TOLSON 
WAYNE S. CURTIS 


3 


SAC, Washington Field May 17, 195>1 

Director, FBI 

RODMAN EDWARD SERLING 
SPECIAL INQUIRY - STATE DEPARTMENT 
Public Law I 4 .O 2 , 80th Congress 
VOICE OF AMERICA 


All Offices have submitted reports except your Office, 
You should surep without further delay. 


123-9838 
LSK:ug ; i 


Tolson 

Ladd 

Clegg 

Glavin 

Nichols 

Rose a 

Tracy 

Harbo 

Mohr 

Tele, Room_ 


Nease_ 

Oandy_ 


i 1 - 

% 





HA 

*t*** X J*. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


; -j/ 


Form No. X 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


BUREAU 


123-782 


REPORT MADE AT 

CLEVELAND 

DATE WHEN ! PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

MADE 1 

5-9-51 j 5-h-5l 

REPORT MADE BY 

GERARD W. VAN LEEUWEN mak 

TITLE 

RODMAN EDWARD SERUNQ 

. 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

VOICE OF AMERICA 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Applicant employed by Marion Broadcasting Company Station 
WWV, Marion, Ohio from March 29 , 19U8 to July 2L., 19l;8. 
Former employer, co-worker and landlady highly recommend 
him. Mo arrest or credit record at Marion. 


PTTC - 


Reference: 


Bulet to ‘Washington Field U-23-hl. 


Details: 


AT MARION, 0 • U 0 : 


« A 
^ a'\ 

£ 2V 


O crt >, 

*, u ' m 


, J«l 

' 

< a: fiS.i 


ROBERT A. ’’CASON, President of Marion Broadcasting Company, 
Station WMRV, East Center Street, stated that applicant 
was employed by him as music director during the period 
March 29, 19U3 to July 2a, 191-1.3. The applicant resigned 
his position in order to return to Antioch College, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio to resume a is studies. Mr. MASON declared 
the applicant to be of high character and stated that in 
his mind there was no question of the applicant* s loyalty 
to the United States Government. 

Miss MADGE E. COOPER, h7%}r East Center Street, Woman's 
Editor of Radio Station WMRV, stated that she had vrorked 
with the applicant during his tenure of duty at the station. 
She considers him to be a fine person of high character 
and. could furnish no derogatory information concerning 
him. r: ... J 



PROPERTY OF FBI— THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 


U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING JFFICE 1 &~ 59255-J 



Mrs. JOHN 3. KEAR, 192 Bain Street, states that the applicant roomed 
at her home during the time he worked at the Radio Station. She stated that 
he was of fine character and loyal to his country. She could furnish no 
derogatory information concerning him. 

The files of the Marion Police Department contained no information 
concerning the applicant nor did those of the Marion Credit Rating Company. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO TEE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION f 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at 


BUREAU 


FILE NO. 123-1221 


lick 


REPORT MADE AT 

AjBaNY, EB W YORT 

DATE WHEN 
MADE 

5/9/51 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

4/30; 5/1-5/51 

REPORT MADE BY 

ROBERT D. LBS 

TITLE 

RODMAN EDWARD SERLING 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPECIAL INQUIRY-STALE DEPARTMENT 
Public law 402, 70th Congress 
(VOICE OF AMERICA) 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Reference : 


^ J 


Applicant attended Binghamton Central High School from 
January, 1940 to January, 1943. Nothing unfavorable 
in records. Counselor considered applicant vary 
talented young man of excellent character, loyalty and 
reputation. Highly recommended. Employment, W1JBF, 
Binghamton not verified. Former supervisor no longer 
employed WNBF. employed WINR, Binghamton, K.Y. , 1/5/47 
to 7/26/47 as announcer-writer in cooperation with 
Antioch College work program. Supervisor highly 
recommends applicant as extremely talented young man of 
very good character, loyalty and reputation. References 
ALBERT BENGSTEN and SAMUEL A. GOODMAN recommend applicant 
as being thoroughly qualified for position. No unfavorable 
information regarding character, loyalty or reputation. 
Neighborhood investigation conducted, nothing unfavorable. 

No credit or criminal record located on applicant. Father's 
credit record satisfactory. Neighborhood investigation, 
Schenectady, N.Y. conducted. Neighbors stated they do 
not know applicant well enough to make any recommendations; 
however, comment favorably on family. No record of 
applicant, Schenectady Police Department or Credit Bureau. 
Applicant's birth verified at New Fork State Bureau of 
Vital Statistics. 

J v ‘ i 

- RUC - " 

Bureau file 123-9838. • 

Bureau letter to Washington Fie}d, 4ated 4/25/51. 

v* t .} - bri 4t. 

'f.'CSIAED t o i 


J&dSSil 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


pecial. Agent 


do NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


! MAY 11 1961 

29 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

3 ~ Bureau (AMSD) 

1 - Albany 
c c. — ^ 

PROPERTY OF FBI — THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORf AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU B^ 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 

U 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 10 50255-1 



FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 0 








AL 123-1221 


DETAILS : AT BINGHAMTON. HEW Y8RK 

Miss MARJORIE HEBBAFI , Binghamton Central High School, advised 
that the applicent entered this schcol from the West Junior High School in 
January of 1940. According to the records, he was graduated in June of 1943, 
ranking 35th out of 180 students. Ihe records contain no information 
reflecting uoon the applicant's character, loyalty or reputation. 

Miss HEBBAPO said the.t she was personally acquainted with the 
applicant to some extent during his attendance at Binghamton Central Hi gh 
School. She said that he was well regarded by both instructors and by his 
classmates. She said that she knew of nothing unfavorable regarding his 
character, loyalty or reputation. 

RICHARD SCHUSTER, Guidance Counselor, Binghamton Central 
High Sebool, advised that he was- acquainted with the applicant and his 
brother, ROBERT, who is presently employed by the United Press in Washington, 
D.C. He said that the applicant was a member of the honor society, was 
active in dramatics, speaking, and writing during attendance at this school, 
and was a very talented young man. SCHUSTER said that he had a very nice 
personality and he had never observed anything unfavorable regarding the 
apolicant's character, loyalty or reputation. He said that on the basis 
of his knowledge of the applicant,- he would have no hesitation whatsoever 
in recommending him .for employment -jith the Federal government. 

E. RAY MC CLOSKEY, Promotion and Public Relations, WNBF, 
advised that there were no records in the WKBF files which would verify 
the apnli cant ' s employment as a part-time actor and writer dttring the period 
1935 to 1941. He also said that there was presently no one associated with 
the station who would be familiar with the applicant. MC CLOSKEY said that 
it was probable that the applicant was associated with a talent show put on 
by the Binghamton School System. He said that WNBF provides time to the 
Binghamton School System each week, which is used up by the students at the 
schools. He also said that it was possible that the applicant was employed 
by an announcer rather than by the station itself. 

ALVA NEUS CHWAHDER , MINR, bookkeeper, advised that the applicant 
was employed on a cooperative plan with Antioch College from January 5, 1947 
to July 26 , 1947 ns an announcer end a writer. She stated that the 
applicant was very well thought of by personnel at Station WINR and was 
considered an extremely talented young man. She said that she had not been 
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AL 123-1221 


... ' u v ;' 


‘ v • 




,«^’ v 


associated with tbs , applicant prior to fgis employment at WJNR but that 
.during this period .sh^'’ttad observed nothing which would reflect unon the 
‘ applicant’s character, loyalty or reputation. 

V ' f ' f- 

GEi 'lJSS B IS HAR& ^"Program Director^ WlNR,’ advised that he 
had known the applicant for sometime and that, he regarded the applicant 
very highly, considering him a very talented young man, who would have been 
employed by WINR had they been able to afford to employ him. BISHARA said 
that the applicant was a clever writer^ ft; good announcer, and that he knew 
of nothing unfavorably, regarding the appli cant’ sw character, loyalty or 
reputation. He said 1 ha would have no^Sesitation whatsoever in recommending 
the applicant for employment by the Federal government. 

ALfltSD BSNGSTEN, Ration Manager, WINR, advised that his only 
association with '-the applicant had been during the period he was employed 
by WINR, but that during this 'period he had observed nothing reflecting upon 
the applicant's character, loyalty or pepdtation. He said that the applicant ■ 
was very talented and; was clever at both writing and announcing, having in 
the recent past written scripts for the "Dr. Christian Show" and for some 
television shows, -..H? vsaid that ip his opinion the -applicant was thoroughly 
qualified as a radio" and television writer. 

SAMUEL A. GOODMAN, Manager, Morton Coy, Court Street, advised 
that he has known the applicant for many years. He stated that the applicant 
came from a very fine family and that he has never observed anything unfavorable 
in the applicant^ character, loyalty or reputation. He further stated 
that applicant was ves^. -highly regarded in- school and was considered a very 
bright' young man. Helsaid that he considered him thoroughly qualified as a 
radio script writer.; • 

Mrb. M.K. READ, 9 Watson Street; HYMAN BERNSTEIN, 390 Chenango 
^-.Street; and Dr. GEORGE. C« VOGT, 140 Chapin Street; all of whom were acquainted 
I- vri tb applicant and faMly during their residence at 140 Chapin Street, advised 
that they considered ’the applicant to be a very fine young man, of excellent 
character, reputation 'and loyalty. All cf the above advised that the 
applicant end family.were very highly regarded and they would have no 
hesitation in recommending the applicant for employment with the Federal 
government. .*»V / " 

• Files -of. the Bi nrhamton Police Department contained no record 

of the applicant or ■.family. > 




€ 









FilSS- of the Triple Cities Credit Bureau contain no record 
of the applicant. Files reflected that applicant’? father’s record was 

■ , - 3 - t/\ , 
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AL 123-1221 

satisfactory during his residence in Binghamton, New York. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
HENRY J. OLIVER. 

AT SCHENECTADY. NEW YORK 

1 V 

The following neighbors were contacted and all advised they 
did not get to know the applicant well enough to make any recommendations 
as he. only visited in the neighborhood; however, his family, as far as they 
knew*: Were of good character, associates, and loyal American citizens: 

Mrs, 'MARY O'SULLIVAN, 827 DeCamo Avenue; Mrs. A.D. Van DeBogert, 837 DeCamp 
Avenue; and Mrs. WILLIAM CLAUS, 824 DeCamp Avenue. 

, The files of the Schenectady Police Department and the 

• Schenectady Credit Bureau failed to reilect a record of the applicant. 

** AT ALBANY. NEW YORK 

Miss AGNES LYNCH, Clerk., New York State Bureau of Vital 
Statistics, advised her records reflected RODMAN EDWARD SERLING was born 
on. December 25, 1924 at Syracuse, New York, the son of SAMUEL SERLING, born 
Detroit, Michigan, and ESTHER LILLIAN COOPER SERLING, born Russia. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


- 4 - 




AI, 123-1221 ' " ‘ sf - ' 

"Xl ADMINISTRATIVE FAGS 

The investigation at. the New York State Bureau of Vital 
Statistics, Albany, New York was conducted by Radio Communications Officer 
RAYMOND J. RYAN.: /;*/ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at BUREAU 


REPORT MADE AT 



FILE NO. 123-747 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


CINCINNATI. 


RODMAN EDWARD SERLING 


4/30; 5/2, 3, 4, 


_ 5/51 


EDWARD LOWE EAGAN 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY - STATE 
DEPARTMENT 

| Public Law 402, 80th Congress 
~ VOICE OF AMERICA 


Employment at Cincinnati, Ohio, verified; 
favorable. Residence at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
verified; favorable. Reference at Cincinnati, 

Ohio, recommends applicant. Satisfactory 
credit record, Cincinnati, Ohio, No criminal 
record, Cincinnati, Ohio. Education, employ- 
ment and residence at Antioch College, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, verified. Faculty members, 
fellow students and reference. Yellow Springs, 
recommend favorably. Received unsatisfactory 
rating from one co-op job at school. No 
criminal record, Yellow Springs. Employment 
with Radio Station WJEL, Springfield, Ohio, 
verified and investigated; favorable. Residence 
at YMCA, Springfield, Ohio, verified. Satisfac- 
tory credit record and no criminal record, 

Springfield, Ohio. 

ALL moftWATlQ* COFTAI*© 

Bureau fils 123-933#* — ■ 

Bureau letter to Washington Field dated 4/25/51* 


AT CINCINNATI. OHIO 


Mr. BERNARD MATTESON, Continuity Acceptance Editor, 
Crosley Broadcasting Corporation, Crosley Scpiahe, ' Advised that the appli- 
cant has been employed by their organization as a staff writer since 
June 10, 1950, and he informed that the applicant 1 s wdrkhas been highly 
satisfactory and he recommended the applicant's intelligence, character. 


CINCINNATI 


#123-747 


reputation, associates and loyalty and he stated that he feels the appli- 
cant mentally and morally qualified for any position involving trust. 

Mr. WILLIAM COLVIN, Continuity writer. Radio Station WLW, 
Crosley Broadcasting Corporation, advised that he has been associated with 
the aoplicant as a co-employee at WLW since approximately June, 1950, and 
he recommended the applicant's writing ability, character, reputation, 
associates and loyalty. Mr. COLVIN further informed that he feels the 
applicant qualified for any position involving trust, 

Mr. UBERTO NEELY, Head, Radio Department, Cincinnati 
College of Music, 1220 Central Parkway, advised that the applicant has 
been employed as a part time continuity writer for their radio and tele- 
vision department since approximately June 15, 1950, and he informed that 
the applicant's work has been highly satisfactory and he recommended the 
applicant's character, reputation, associates, and loyalty. 

Residence; 


2822 Victoria Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. CHARLES DAUTEL, Apartment 3, 2822 Victoria 
Avenue, advised that the applicant resided in the apartment building for 
approximately four months in 1950 and both recommended the applicant's 
character, reputation, and associates, and stated they had absolutely no 
reason to question the applicant' s loyalty, Mr. and Mrs. DAUTEL added 
that there was no one else presently living in the building who lived 
there during the time of the applicant's residence. 

5016 Sidney Road 

Miss MARGARET KESSLER, 2414 Erie Avenue, advised that she 
resided at 5016 Sidney Road in Apartment 2 for approximately five months 
during the period of the applicant's residence at this address in approxi- 
mately October of 1950, and she recommended the applicant's character, 
reputation, and associates, and she stated that she absolutely had no 
reason to question the applicant's loyalty. 

Miss ALICE STONER, Apartment. 3, 5016 Sidney Road, in- 
formed that she has been acquainted with the applicant since approximately 
October of 1950, and she made substantially the same recommendations re- 
garding the applicant as did Miss KESSLER, 
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Reference : 

Mr. WILLIAM BARLOW, Publicity Director, Station WLW, 
advised that he has been acquainted with the applicant as a co-employee 
at WLW since approximately July, 1950, and he recommended the applicant’s 
writing ability, his character and morals, h:Ls associates, and he informed 
that he has had absolutely no reason to question the applicant’s loyalty, 
Mr. BARLOW recommended the applicant unqualifiedly for any position in- 
volving trust. 

Credit : 

The files of the Cincinnati Credit Bureau reflected a 
satisfactory credit record for the applicant, 

Criminal : 

The files of the Bureau of identification, Cincinnati 
Police Department, did not reflect an arrest record for the applicant. 

The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN V. 

DeNSALE: 


Education: 


AT YELLOW SPRINGS, OHIO 


Miss MIRIAM DICKINSON, Registrar, Antioch College, gave 
the following information concerning applicant's school record at this 
co-operative training school where a student attends school part of each 
year and works the balance for which work the student receives credits 
towards his degree: 

Applicant's date and place of birth are listed as 
December 25, 1924, Syracuse, New York. He entered this college under the 
G.I. Bill September 2, 1946, and was graduated June 24, 1950, with an 
A.B. degree. His school grades were "B plus" average. As co-op employ- 
ments, applicant worked from October 23, 1946., until December 27, 1946, 
for Radio Station WNYC, New York City, New York, as a news room assistant. 

His rating for this job was "good." From April 1, 1947, until July 27, 

1947, he worked for Radio Station WXNR, Binghiiraton, New York, as an announcer 
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and writer. He received a rating of "excellent" on this job. From 
October 27, 1947, until December 26, 1947, applicant worked for Radio 
Station WJEL, Springfield, Ohio, as an announcer and engineer. His rating 
here was "excellent." From May 29, 1948, unt.il July 24, 194 8, applicant 
worked for Radio Station WMRN, Marion, Ohio, as a musical director and 
announcer. On this job applicant was rated as "Excellent." From October 
30, 1948, until December 17, 1948, and again from January 3, 1949, until 
June 16, 1949, he worked as Station and Program Director, and as a writer 
and producer for a former small station here at the college called the 
Antioch Broadcasting Station. No rating was available for this work, but 
Miss DICKINSON stated that he did an excellent job in all respects. From 
June 20, 1949, until August 29, 1949, applicant did free lance work in the 
writing field here at the college, and Miss DICKINSON stated that applicant 
did an excellent job in this field of work al30, 

A further employment not in the writing field in which appli 
cant had as a student was at Camp Treetops, Dike Placid, New York, from 
July 23, 1947, until August 28, 1947. He worked here as a counselor and re- 
ceived an unsatisfactory rating during this period. 

Miss DICKINSON further advised that she knew applicant 
very well as a student and resident at this college during the above period. 
She said applicant was an active and well liked student by both faculty 
members and fellow students; that he was very talented in the writing field, 
and that she would recommend him without reservations as to character, the 
type friends and associates he maintained, and as to his loyalty to the 
United States, 


Mr. J. DUDLEY DAWSON, Director of Personnel, Antioch College 
advised that he knew applicant very well as a student and resident on this 
campus, and that he has met applicant's parents. He said that applicant re- 
ceived an unsatisfactory rating during his employment period at Camp Treetops 
Lake Placid, New York, due to his poor judgment in associations with his 
present wife at this camp when they were both single students and co-op em- 
ployees during the summer of 1947. He said that applicant and his wife were 
not married at the time, freshman students, and very much in love, and that 
they spent too much time together in front of the children at the camp, 
which the camp personnel did not approve of. He said that he does not feel 
that anything out of the way occurred at the camp, but does agree that appli- 
cant and his wife used poor judgment in their close association at the camp 
during that summer. Mr. DAWSON stated that he would recommend applicant in 
every respect. He further advised that applicant's wife is also well known 
to him as a former student, and that he has found her a very lovely girl and 
a very loyal American who has excellent character traits. 
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Mrs. ESTHER OLDT, Personnel Advisor, Antioch College, 
said that she knew applicant very well as she was his counselor during 
his entire schooling here at Antioch. She said that she recalls appli- 
cant's unsatisfactory rating at Camp Treetops, Lake Placid, New York, 
and does feel that applicant and his wife used poor judgment prior to 
their marriage when they were working at the camp as students, and that 
she feels their association together may have caused a disturbing in- 
fluence on the children at the camp. However, she advised that there was 
some question in her mind as to whether the rating of unsatisfactory was 
entirely justified. Mrs. OLDT said that, she feels applicant and his wife 
have very good morals and characters; that their reputations are excellent; 
that they have very good associates and judgment, and that they are very 
loyal Americans. She further advised that she would recommend applicant 
for any position of trust, and that he is very qualified in his field of 
radio work. 

Mr. BASIL PILLARD, Professor, Antioch College, said that 
he knew applicant and his wife as student, s and residents on this campus 
during their school years, and that he also knew applicant's brother, 

ROBERT SERLING, very well as a student . He said that he found applicant, 
his wife, and brother well regarded and above average students, and that 
he would recommend them as persons having excellent character traits, 
morals and reputations; that he found them to keep good associates at 
school, and that he feels they are all very loyal Americans. 

Mr. JOHN SPARKS, Professor, Antioch College, said that he 
knew applicant, his brother and wife as students at this school who were 
all members of his classes. He further gave substantially the same in- 
formation as Mr. PILLARD. 

Mr. FRED MILLER, Senior Student, Antioch College, stated 
that he and applicant worked together on tie Antioch Broadcasting Company 
here at the college, and that they resided together in the same dormitory 
for about two years. He said that he fount! applicant one of the best 
persons he has ever known as to character, morals, living habits and conduct, 
and that he feels applicant is a very loyal American who keeps good asso- 
ciates and friends. He further stated that he also knew applicant's brother 
and wife, and that he feels they were loyal American students who had good 
character traits and living habits. 

Mrs. WILLIAM NOTI.EY, Senior Student, Antioch College, ad- 
vised that she was in the same dormitory with applicant's wife for two 
years, and that she also knew applicant and his brother very well as students. 
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She further gave substantially the sane information as Mr. MILLER. 
Reference; 


Mr. HERMAN SCHNURER, Professor, Antioch College, stated 
that he knew applicant, his brother and wife very well as students under 
him at this college. He further gave substant Jally the same information 
as Mr. PILLARD. 

Criminal: 


Mr. RUSSELL BRADLEY, Chief of Police, Yellow Springs 
Police Department, advised that he has no record of applicant, his wife 
or brother. There is no credit bureau at Yellow Springs. 

The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN H. 

CLIFFORD: 

AT SPRINGFIELD. OHIO 

Employment ; 

PAUL MILLER, Manager of Radio Station WJEL, advised that 
this station had changed hands in the fall of 1950 and that records prior 
to that time were incomplete. However, he did locate a record which 
showed that the applicant was employed there from October 27, 1947 for a 
ten week period. MILLER stated that, from the iimount of pay received by 
the applicant, it was a part time employment. MILLER said that none of the 
present employees had been employed prior to the fall of 1950. He stated 
that Dr. D. J. PARSONS, Springfield, Ohio, and FRANK JONES, Salesman for 
Station WBNS-TV, Columbus, Ohio, former station owners, probably would re- 
call the applicant. 

It is noted here that the records at Station WJEL con- 
tained only the date of the first pay <md the number of weeks thereafter 
for which the applicant worked. There was no other information in the 
records. 


Dr. D. J, PARSONS, 1645 Woodrow Drive, former major stock- 
holder in Radio Station WJEL, advised that he recalled the applicant worked 
part time at the station as an announcer, and while he was still a student 
at Antioch College, he wrote and produced plays on Sunday afternoons on 
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Station WJEL. Dr. PARSONS stated that he believed the applicant to be 
of high moral character, good associates, excellent reputation, and a 
person whose loyalty to the United States he had never had reason to 
question. He felt that the applicant was capable of holding a position 
of trust and confidence. Dr. PARSONS said that he knew of no one else 
who might recall the applicant other than FRANK JONES, Columbus, Ohio. 

Credit : 


JAMES MERRILL, Springfield Credit Bureau, advised that 
his files contained a satisfactory credit record for the applicant. 
MERRILL stated that the applicant did reside at the YMCA in 1947. 

Residence; 


J. W. RUCKMAN, Room Clerk at the YMCA, produced records 
which revealed that the applicant resided at the YMCA from October 30, 

1947, to November 13, 1947. His home address was shown as Antioch College, 
Yellow Springs, Ohio, and his occupation was shown as radio announcer for 
Station WJEL. RUCKMAN advised that he knew of no one presently residing 
at the YMCA that might recall the applicant. 

Criminal; 


Lieutenant ISAAC H0LL0WELL, Springfield Police Department, 
advised that his files contained no record of the applicant. 

The following investigation was conducted by SA MARVIN M. 

EUBANKS: 


Employment ; 


AT COLUMBUS. OHIO 


FRANK M. JONES, 33 North High Street, advised he first be- 
came acquainted with applicant in January, 1943, when JONES became part 
owner and general manager of Station WJEL, Springfield. He advised that 
at that time applicant was working at that station and so worked until 
approximately May, 1948; the work being part of applicant's cooperative 
training from Antioch College, and being for six week periods, between 
which periods applicant attended school. JONES also advised that he gave 
radio time to the Antioch Players Group, a student organization, on Sundays 
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in 1949 and applicant took part in programs of this group, although he 
was not on the station’s payroll* 

Mr* JONES stated applicant was very talented, of good 
character, morals and reputation, and that he regarded him as a loyal 
citizen* 
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Mrs. LILLY SLAKE (nee LILLY 3UP0VE), Director of 
Publicity, Station WNYC, Municipal Building, New York City, advised that she 
j had formerly been Director of News and Special Events at that station. In 
j the latter capacity, she stated, she had supervised the work of the applicant 
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students would attend school three months and -work the next three months 
in their chosen fields. She added that her recollection of the applicant 
was favorably and recommended him as to character, reputation and loyalty. 

At Mrs. BLAKE’ S suggestion, Mr. ALLAN ZACHARY, 
Publicist, Russell Birdwell & Associates, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
City, •■was contacted and advised that in his former position as Supervisor 
of Mews and Special Events at Station WNIC, he had directly supervised the 
work of the applicant while SERLING was employed at the station. He 
recommended the applicant without reservation for a position of trust and 
confidence. 

Neither Mrs. 31 A EE nor Mr. ZACHARY could furnish the 
applicant’s address while he was in New York. 


Credit 

Records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York were 
checked by SA GORDON C. LUND and. no credit record was found for the 
applicant. 


Criminal 


Files of the New York. City Police Department were 
checked by SA AUGUST J. MICEK and no criminal record was found for the 
applicant. 
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A check of the records of the Miami Police -Department, 
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Municipal Court failed to disclose an arrest record for the applicant’s 
mother, ESTHER SERLING. 

The records of the Credit Bureau of Miami wore negative 
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Born: December 25, 1024 
Syracuse, New York 
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applicant- type investigation conducted by the FBI in 
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information. <123-9838} 


In addition, the May 20, 1967, issue of "Peoples 
World," a west coast communist newspaper, contained an 
article which stated that Rod Serling was the master of 
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Branch of the American Civil Liberties Union. The article 
further reported that two of the featured speakers ejcpressed 
views opposing the United states position in Vietnam. 
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Bear Mrs. Stegall: 


Reference is made to your name check request 
concerning Fred Astaire and other individuals. % 

The central files c l the FBI contain no pertinent 
derogatory information identifiable with the following individuals: 


Fred Astaire 
Pauline Betts 


Althea Gibson 
Patricia Neal 


Connie Stevens 
James Stewart 


The fingerprint files of the Identification Division 
of the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with the above indi- 


ini'ormation submitted in connection 


with this name check request. 


Attached are separate memoranda regarding the 
following individuals: \ • 


Oscar Brown, Jr. Mary McCarthy __ Hod Serling 

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Kaye Vincent Minnelli Leon Uris 
Arthur Kennedy Debbie Reynolds SheifeyWinters 

Paul Eohner Joe Schmidt 

This letter of transmittal may be declassified when 
•the enclosure bearing a classification is removed. 

ffi A copy of ‘this communication has not been sent to 

the Attorney General. 
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